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Regional Development of the Jewish Population of Romania 


Precise and detailed figures concerning today's Jewish population of Romania are not available. 
The reason for this amazing situation must be sought in the events of the last few decades, which 
on the one hand brought about repeated and radical change in Romania's political frontiers, and 
on the other hand resulted the massive population moves both within that country and beyond its 
borders. 


The present study has been elaborated under particularly difficult conditions, since the full 
consequences of historic developments have either not been recorded at all or else gauged only 
by indirect method. Such data as might still exist are held by state authorities that make a 
practice of withholding statistic information. However, the authors feel they can contribute their 
own personal knowledge of the local situation, gained in the course of the positions they have 


held in Romania, which kept them in permanent contact with the subject of this study. They feel 
that they are uniquely qualified to interpret available data, which are all to often deformed by 
would-be analysis of the problem. 


General Data. 


The changes that have intervened in Romania's borders are generally known. Following the first 
world war the country doubled both its territory and its population. The events that immediately 
preceded and followed the second World War brought changes in Romania's borders to the East, 
to the South, and to the North. The changes resulted in a radical alteration of the figures of 
Romania's Jewish community, which the census of 1930 set at 756,930 (according to religious 
faith). At the end of the war - in 1945 - the number of Jews on today's Romanian teritory was 
calculated to be 355,972. (See the Charts at the end of this article. The latest census (November 
28, 1956) set the figure at 144,198 (). These three figures show clearly the declining tendency of 
Romanian Jewry, as the result of political developments of the last twenty years. 


The drop from the 1930 census figure to the post-Second World-War is mainly due to border 
changes. From the number calculated as of 1945, the many who emigrated to Israel must be 
further deducted. The Statistical Bulletin of Israel (Vol. 3, 1952-53, October-April) reported 
128.609 new arrivals from Romania between 1948 and August 1952. The aditional number who 
emigrated clandestinely from today's Romanian territory cannot be determined, but it is 
assuredly considerable, since it is known that many fled in various directions over that period of 
time. 


What is most difficult to evaluate is the numerical evolution of the Jews living in the territories 
granted by the 1946 Peace Conference of Paris to Soviet Russia. These territories comprise the 
whole of Bessarabia, Northern Bucovina, and the Hertza region of the district of Dorohoi, ceded 
to the Soviet Union on June 28, 1940. These territories jointly had a Jewish population of 
275,419 in 1930 (calculated according to ethnical criteria), (Analele Institutului Central de 
Statistica, Bucharest 1942, pag. 348-349). Indeed, they are precisely the parts that had the 
greatest density of Jewish population of the entire country - 8.1 per cent, as against 4.0 per cent 
the country's average. 


When the advancing German and Romanian armies reoccupied these Russian-held territories in 
the summer of 1941, it was found that part of the Jewish population had been evacuated by the 
Soviet authorities, and that some of the local Jews had fled voluntarily to the Soviet Union. 
These evacuees and refugees dispersed, and there is no much evidence of their subsequent 
wanderings. A note in the archives of Dr. Filderman states: "Jn 1947, a delegate of the 
government of the Romanian People's Republic who went to Moscow requested, upon his return 
to Bucharest, that assistance be provided for the 100.000 Romanian Jews living in Russia. Dr. 
Filderman immediately intervened with the Joint Distribution Committee, but nothing could be 
done, on account of technical difficulties." 


Part of the Jews of Bessarabia and Bucovina were deported to Siberia. Dr. Bickel quotes an 
information given out by United Press from Berlin, which estimates the number of those 
deportees at 10,000 (). 


The territorial cessions that intervened about the time of the second world war resulted in the 
following shifts of Jewish population: 


(See Analele, pag. 340-341) 


In other words, more than the half - fully 57,1 percent of Romania's Jews (reckoned according to 
the ethnical criteria of the 1930 census) were lost to that country. Many of them lost all contact 
with the Romanian State. This highly significant fact must be taken into account whenever the 
numerical evolution of Romania's Jews is discussed. 


Here, now, is he numerical evolution of the Jews according o regions. The general census of 
1930 found that the territories of the ""Old Kingdom" (pre-World-War-one) housed the 
following: 


It is known that the nearest criterion for establishing the exact number of Jews in Romania is that 
of their faith. The first stage of assimilation entails the loss of the mother-tongue. In the "Old 
Kingdom" fully 50.1 per cent of the Jews had acquired the Romanian language as their own 
vernacular. Of these, a small part (4.6 per cent) also became ethnically assimilated. It is unlikely 
that those of the Jewish faith whose mother tongue was Yiddish should have declared themselves 
to be of any other than the Jewish race, ethnically speaking, although this was theoretically 
possible, seeing that the ethnical origin was registered on the basis of the registrant's own free 
statement.() 


The census of January 5, 1948 recorded neiher he ehnical origin nor the faith of the registrants, 
but only their language. A total of 97.566 persons gave their mother tongue as Yiddish (The 
Hertza region and Southern Dobrogea were not included in that survey), as compared with 
132,213 in 1930 (at which time both the Hertza region and Southern Dobrogea were included in 
the survey). 


he most recent census, that of January 23, 1956, gave the number of those of the Jewish race as 
94,562, and of those whose mother tongue was Yiddish as 19,804 (again neither Hertza nor 
Southern Dobrogea were included in the survey). 


The oscillations between the above surveys are significant. Here are the figures for those whose 
mother tongue was given as Yiddish, for the two principal provinces, Moldova and Muntenia, as 
they appear in the three surveys: 


In the interpretation of these figures, many factors must be taken into account, such as mass 
dislocation of populations, emigration, psychological influences, (the political climate), natural 
demographic evolution and even statistical techniques. Changes in the figures are essential: the 
figures for Muntenia show a drop from 1930 to 1956 that amounts to almost two thirds. Hence 
the emigration of Jews was more intensive in the Eastern parts of Romania (where the Jews were 
less assimilated) than in the West. Even more significant is the drop in proportion of those whose 
declared mother tongue was Yiddish. In Muntenia nearly 23 per cent of the Jews declared 
Yiddish to be their mother tongue in 1930; in 1956 the percentage had dropped to 10.5 %. For 
Moldova the figures are: 69.2% for 1930 and 31.2 % for 1956. 


The losses incurred as a direct result of the war have been estimated at 15.000 souls by the 
Jewish organisations of Romania under the leadership of Dr. Filderman (). This figure 
includesthe loss of some 3.000 lives sufferred during the brief administration of the Iron Guard, 
and 3.000-4.000 (exact number not known) victims of the military reprisals of Iashi. It also 
includes the losses suffered by the population deported to Transnistria. Some 40.000 people were 
deported to Transnistria and 30.000 returned eventually. Of the remaining 10.000 a part perished 
in Transnistria or in transit. Dr. Filderman gives the total of deaths on Romanian territory or 
during the deportations as close to 15.000. 


The figure for Bessarabia, Northern Bucovina and the Hertza region, calculated in 1930, is 
275,419. Of this total, about 100,000 withdrew into the interior of Soviet Union as the German 
and Romanian troops advanced in 1941. () (The report in which Dr. Filderman appealed for help 
from the Joint Distribution Committee gives the same figure: 100.000). 


The census undertaken in 1941, after these regions were reoccupied, found that 126,000 Jews 
remained there. This shows a difference of 49,419. The totals are reached by adding the figures 
calculated on the basis of the 1930 census, and the figure given by the 1941 survey; hence they 
do not include the natural increase for 1930-1941. The 49,419 is the probable the figure of Jews 
who disappeared - partly as refugees and partly as victims of suppression. 


Of the 126,000 Jews thus surveyed, 109,000 were in their turn deported to Transnistria. About 
one half of the latter (54,500 souls) are assumed to have perished. 


The above estimates, made by the Jewish leaders of Romania, show that the approximate loss of 
life among the Jews of Bessarabia, Northern Bucovina, and Hertza amounts to 103,919 souls 
(49,419 plus 54,500). This figure represents the Jews gone without a trace. The majority may be 
presumed to have been suppressed : a part - impossible to evaluate - retired into the Soviet 
Union. This figure, it should be noted, is larger than that of 100,000 which was given by Drs. E. 
Kulisher and W. Filderman. 


The present Jewish population of Bessarabia, Northern Bucovina and Hertza should amount to 
71,500, to which the 100,000 war-time refugees must probably be added, making the total of 
171,500 (instead of the 275,419 shown by the 1930 census). 


Recent press reports indicate that the number of Jews now living in the cities in that region is 
equal to the pre-war figures for those urban areas. 


Here, now, are the figures for the Jews of Bessarabia and Bucovina (inclusive of the Southern 
part of the latter province, which is still held by Romania): 


By ethnical Yiddish - By Jewish origin - speaking faith 
Bessarabia...... 204,858 99.3% - 201,278 97.5% - 206,958 100% 


Bucovina........ 92,492 99.3% - 74,288 79.8% - 93,101 100% 


The figures for Bessarabia show the conservative character of the local Jews: fully 97.5 per cent 
of those identified by faith declared themselves to be both of Jewish race ethnically and Yiddish 
speaking. 


In Bucovina, where the national consciousness of Jews is just as firm as in Bessarabia, it will be 
seen that while 99.3 per cent declared themselves to be ethnically Jewish, only 79.9 per cent 
indicated Yiddish as their mother tongue. This is because many Bucovina's Jews have German as 
their mother tongue. 


ForT ransilvania, including Banat, Crishana and Maramuresh), 
the 1930 census showed the following figures for the local Jews: 


It will be seen that in Transylvania the national consciousness of the Jews shows great firmness. 
Only in Banat do close to 20 per cent of the Jews declare themselves to be of another nationality 
(Magyar), whereas in Transylvania but 3.4 per cent declare themselves to be anything else than 
Jewish. As for Yiddish, it is the mother tongue of 60 per cent of the Jews in the North and East 
of Transylvania, but only of a minority in the West (5.4%$ in Banat). 


The developments of the second world war considerably influenced the Jews of Transylvania. 
The Vienna Diktat of 1940 awarded Northern Transylvania to Hungary. In 1930 there were 
138,917 Jews living there (the figure of 148,295 appears to refer to those of Jewish faith). The 
Hungarian census of January 31,1941, found 151.125 Jews living in that part. There were 54,538 
left in Southern Transylvania. Those of Northern Transylvania were deported to Germany to 
forced labor camps, with the exception of 14,000. Returned to Romania were a total of 44,000, 
which were found in various camps there at the end of the war. Hence there were altogether only 
58,000 survivors, the rest of 90.295 perished. 


The census of 23 November, 1956, showed the number of Jews to be: 


The data of the 1956 census do not allow a true comparison with those of 1930, in view of the 
wholly different conditions prevailing at the two surveys, and of the census techniques used in 
each case. We must however accept as a very real fact the general decline in the number of Jews 
- from 192,833 (by faith) found in 1930, to 42,735 (by ethnical affiliation) in 1956. 


The figure for Banat are precious indications. In that province there were no losses by 
deportations or atrocities, yet the number of Jews declined considerably from 1930 to 1956. The 
figures for 1930 (by faith) was 14,043, whereas it was (by ethnical origin) but 7,776 in 1956. 
This drop is indicative of the intensity of the mass migration of Romania's Jews in the years 
1944-1956. 


We know very little about the vital statistics of the Jewish population since 1940. The figure for 
the period 1931-1939 give an increase of 6917 or 0.9%$ for the entire Jewish population of 
728,115 (by ethnical nationality). () 


Conclusions. 


1. - The total figure of the Jewish population of Romania has been considerably reduced in the 
last twenty years. The losses are due to : territorial losses of that country; anti-Jewish atrocities 
during the war years, both inside and outside the country; atrocities committed by foreign armies 
and authorities, which for a time controlled Romanian soil; and lastly, to intensive and prolonged 
migrations throughout the two decades. 


2. - International political developments influenced considerably the relationship between the 
declared ethnical nationality, the Yiddish mother-tongue, and the Jewish faith of Jews in each of 
the regions of Romania. The relationship between these three elements is essential in any 
appraisal of the situation. 


3. - Yiddish as mother-tongue was declared by 68.5%$ of the Jews in the entire country who had 
given the Jewish faith as their religion. This percentage was varied both in time and in space. It is 
far lower in 1956 than in 1930 (23.7%§$ as against 71.2%$), when calculated in relation to the 
proportion between the declared ethnical nationality and the maternal Yiddish. We have selected 
this criterion for the sake of comparison, since the 1956 census failed to record the religious 
affiliations. 


4. - The decrease in number of Jews (death and missing) was evaluated by regions at 15.000 for 
the provinces of the "Old Kingdom", Southern Transylvania, and Southern Bucovina; 103,919 
for Bessarabia, Northern Bucovina and the Hertza region of the Dorohoi district; and 90,295 for 
Northern Transylvania which was awarded by Hitler to Hungary. For the territories of Romania 
as they were in 1939, Jewish losses (deaths and missing) are estimated at a total of 209,214 (27% 
$ of the total number of Romania's Jewry). It will be noted that Dr. Kulisher estimated that 
percentage to be 53%$. 


The losses are attribuable as follows: 2 percent to the Romanian administration, 13 per cent to 
the German-Romanian military action, and 12 per cent to the actions of the Hungarian 


government together with the German authorities. 


5. - The general conclusions points to the fact that no other country that has at any time been 
under Nazi domination can show so large proportion of survivors as does Romania.() 
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